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Duration 17 lessons embedded 
throughout the course 

15 lessons embedded 
throughout the course 

 8 lessons embedded 
throughout the course 

25 lessons embedded 
throughout the course 

 25 lessons embedded 
throughout the course 

Description Personal vison, audience 
engagement, and 
collaboration are essential to 
the creative process and the 
development of the student 
as an artist. Students learn 
strategies that open up new 
worlds of knowledge, 
creativity, and self-
expression. Students learn 
problem-solving and 
develop retention skills. 
Dancers continuously create 
work to experience 
perceptual awakening that is 
nurtured through observation 
and critique.   
    
 

Essential elements related to 
the art of composing dance 
are the creative process and 
movement exploration. 
Students learn advanced 
methods of creating and 
manipulating movement to 
open up new worlds of 
knowledge, creativity, and 
self-expression. Dancers 
continuously create work to 
experience perceptual 
awakening that is nurtured 
through observation and 
critique.  
 
 

Essential elements related to 
the art of improvising dance 
are the creative process and 
movement exploration. 
Students employ advanced 
methods of improvising and 
manipulating movement to 
open up new worlds of 
knowledge, creativity, and 
self-expression. Dancers 
continuously create work to 
experience perceptual 
awakening that is nurtured 
through observation and 
critique.  

Production aspects such as 
lighting, costumes, make-up, 
stage spacing, marketing, 
making and producing 
programs, and tickets are 
integral aspects of creating 
dance for performance. 
Awareness and appreciation 
of these as well as 
knowledge and 
implementation of 
production values are an 
expected outcome through 
instruction and 
experimentation. Audience 
and performance etiquette 
expected in production 
settings will be learned and 
demonstrated. Dancers are 
provided with opportunities 
to perform for an audience in 
informal and/or formal 
setting.  

Dance Company allows 
students the opportunity to 
create, learn, and rehearse 
student, teacher, and guest 
artist choreography. Integral 
to this process is student 
awareness of the actions 
required to creating a 
cohesive performing 
ensemble. Cooperative and 
collaborative methods lead 
students to improve 
technical ability for delivery 
of choreographic intent. 
Reflective process is also an 
important component of 
ensemble improvement and 
individual growth.  

Enduring 
Understandings 

Choreographic products 
evolve with development 
and refinement of personal 
artistic vision.  

Collaboration among artists 
allows for rich and 
meaningful connections.  

Artistic Statements are a 
reflection of personal 
experiences, knowledge, and 
beliefs. 

Choreographic methods can 
be used to deepen the 
audience’s understanding of 
a choreographer’s intent by 
highlighting certain aspects 
of a piece.  

Choreographers can create 
dances that tell a story and 
explore movement 
possibilities.  

Dances can look different 
when performed on a 

Choreographers use a variety 
of sources as inspiration and 
transform concepts and ideas 
into movement for artistic 
expression. 
 
Dancers use the mind-body 
connection and develop the 
body as an instrument for 
artistry and artistic 
expression. 
 
Changes in physical space 
can encourage different 
movement choices and 

Dancers must understand 
basic stage lighting, 
costuming, prop 
coordination, and all other 
production elements in order 
to navigate the necessary 
steps in preparing for a 
performance.  
 
Choreographers analyze, 
evaluate, refine and 
document their work to 
communicate meaning. 
The role of the dancer is 
defined by the 

Reflective process is an 
important part of individual 
and ensemble improvement. 
 
Dancers have a 
responsibility to the 
choreographer to work on 
character development and 
to find connections to the 
intent of the work. 
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proscenium stage, in a film, 
or in an alternative site. 

reactions to generate ideas 
for choreography. 
 
Dancers use improvisation to 
generate original movement 
design. 

choreographer and should be 
adhered to by the dancer 
throughout the process. 

Essential 
Questions 

How does considering 
audience perspective 
influence choice making 
when creating 
choreography?  
 
How can collaboration allow 
for meaningful connections?  
 
How does deepening our 
understanding of ourselves 
affect our creative choices? 
 
How can artistic work be 
highlighted? 

How does creation of 
choreography differ when 
created for the sole purpose 
of film?  
 
How can choreographers 
draw attention to certain 
relationships within a dance?  
 
How do choreographers 
convey an intended message 
or story through movement? 

 How can improvisation be 
enhanced by the use of 
language as inspiration?  
 
How do artists generate and 
conceptualize ideas to create 
work? 
 
How can choreographers use 
different space and 
parameters to generate ideas 
for movement? 
 
How do changes to the 
dance space affect 
movement choices? 

How can you make informed 
decisions about lighting, 
costumes, etc.?  
 
How does the choreographer 
influence the performers’ 
delivery of the 
choreographic intent? 

How can dancers use video 
for artistic and performance 
growth?  
 
How can the reflective 
process be used by dancers 
and choreographers to refine 
movement performance?  
 
Why is ongoing character 
development important to 
the rehearsal/learning 
process? 

Culturally 
Responsive 
Curriculum 

How have choreographers 
used their personal 
experience related to their 
culture to create works?  

What message do you intend 
the audience to gather from 
your piece?  Social justice, 
personal experience, etc.   
 
How do choreographers use 
limitations and barriers as 
inspiration to create new 
work?   

How does different cultural 
music inform different 
movement i.e., Salsa music 
informing Salsa dancing? 

How does someone’s culture 
or religion inform what kind 
of costume is required?   
 
How do we accommodate 
and respect someone’s 
beliefs? 

Analyze repertoire for 
character development, 
artistic ideas, and cultural 
experience.   
 
Research when/where 
needed for better 
understanding of artistic 
intent. 

Summative 
Assessment 

Poetry Collaboration 
Assessment Task 
Using the poem “Two 
Women” as inspiration, the 
students will compose their 
own duet influenced by each 
character in the poem.  

Formation Blueprint 
Assessment Task 
Using the digital tool, 
Danceapp.us, the students 
will create a formation 
blueprint that demonstrates 
their understanding of how 
to manipulate space. 

Manipulation through 
Improvisation Task 
The students will create 
variations of a set phrase by 
manipulating tempo and 
level. 
 

Concert Production 
Assessment Task 
The students will learn about 
the elements necessary for a 
smooth performance, 
organize a timeline for 
completion of every action, 

Dance Like You Mean It 
Assessment Task 
The students will analyze the 
artistic meaning of the 
choreography and then use 
their personal videos to 
identify their growth in 
delivering the 
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Artistic Philosophy 
Assessment Task 
The students will construct 
an artistic philosophy 
outlining their overall vision, 
description of style, and 
creative process. 
 
Travis Wall Choreography 
Analysis 
The students will watch an 
excerpt from “After the 
Curtain”, performed on 
SYTYCD and analyze it. 
 
Master Class Assessment 
Task 
The students will learn from 
different dance teachers and 
recognize the importance for 
growth, feedback and risk 
taking.  
 
Highlight Reel Assessment 
Task 
Students will use Movie 
Maker on their devices to 
create a highlight reel to 
showcase their dance ability. 

 
Transitions Assessment 
Task 
Using choreography from a 
previous piece of repertoire, 
the students will create a 
series of original transitions 
utilizing digital media 
editing tools. 
 
Social Media Assessment 
Task 
The students will produce a 
movement phrase based on a 
social media acronym 
narrative. 

Homophones Assessment 
Task 
The students will create a 
short improvisation that 
juxtaposes the meanings of 
different homophones. 
 
Literacy Through 
Improvisation Task 
Use improvisation to 
incorporate a literary 
component, explore 
movement descriptors, and 
expand movement 
possibilities.  
 
Controlled Environment 
Task 
Students will use 
improvisational methods in a 
controlled environment to 
investigate space and 
explore new pathways using 
spontaneous movement. 

and create an action plan to 
address one of the elements. 
 
Concert Assessment Task 
The students will learn a 
performance piece, 
participate in technical and 
dress rehearsals, perform in 
a live concert, and reflect on 
their overall successes and 
challenges during the 
performance. 

choreographer’s intent 
(using facial expression, 
body language, and 
movement qualities). 
 
Journal Assessment Task 
The students will be required 
to complete three journal 
entries every marking period 
in their dance notebook. 
 They will examine quotes, 
reflection, and response 
prompts.  

Assessed 
Standards 

MFA Dance Standards: 
Cr2A, Cr2B, Cr3B, Pr5A, 
Pr5C, Pr5D, Re7A, Re9A 
Co10A, Co10B, Co11C 
 
Literacy: Write responses, 
analyze videos, or discuss 
the development/ use of 
personal aesthetic. 
 

MFA Dance Standards: 
Cr1A, Cr1B, Cr2A, Cr2B, 
Pr5A, Pr5D, Co10A, C010B 
 
Literacy: Write/ speak 
about interpretive choices in 
performances citing 
evidence. 
 
P21 Information, Media, 
and Technology Skills: 

MFA Dance Standards: 
Cr1A, Cr1B, Pr5C, Pr5D, 
Re9A 
 
Literacy: Create a 
movement study, phrase, or 
composition. 
 
P21 Learning and 
Innovation Skills: Use a 

MFA Dance Standards: 
Pr5A, Pr5C, Pr5D, Pr6A, 
Pr6B 
 
Literacy: Use checklists to 
document and articulate the 
creative process. 
 
P21 Life and Career Skills: 
Utilize time and manage 
workload efficiently. 

MFA Dance Standards: 
Pr5A, Pr5C, Pr5D, Re7A, 
Re8A, Co10A 
 
Literacy: Demonstrate skills 
and techniques in 
performance- based 
assessments. 
 
P21 Learning and 
Innovation Skills: 
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P21 Life and Career Skills: 
Demonstrate commitment to 
learning as a lifelong 
process. 

Evaluate information 
critically and competently. 

wide range of creation 
techniques. 

Articulate thoughts and ideas 
effectively using oral, 
written, and nonverbal 
communication skills in a 
variety of forms and 
contexts. 

 

  


